18                Sir "Thomas Coventry.

singular reputation of integrity :  In the first yeere after
the death of Kinge James, he was advanced to be Keeper
of the Create Seale of Englande, the naturall advancement
from the office of Atturny Generall, upon the remoovall
of the Bishopp of Lincolne, who though a man of greate
witt,  and good  scholastique learninge,  was  generally
thought so very unzequall to the place that his remoove
was the only recompence and satisfaction that could be
made for his promotion, and yett it was enough knowne,
that the disgrace proceeded only from the pri[v]ate dis- i
pleasure of the Duke of Buckingham1: The Ld Coventry
in joyed this place with a universall reputation (and sure
justice was never better administred) for the space of
aboute sixteen yeeres, even to his death, some months
before he was sixty yeeres of age, which was another
irnportante circumstance  of his felicity :    that greate
office beinge so slippery, that no man had dyed in it before,
for neere the space of forty yeeres, nor had his successors
for some tyme after him much better fortune :  and he
himselfe had use of all his strenght and skill (as he was an 2.
excellent wrastler) to prasserve himselfe from fallinge, in
two shockes, the one given him by the Earle of Portlande,
LdHigh Treasurer of Englande, the other by the Marq8
of Hambleton, who had the greatest power over the
affections of the Kinge, of any man of that tyme.

He was a man of wounderfull gravity and wisdome, and

understood not only the whole science and mistery of the

Law, at least aequally with any man who had ever sate in

that place, but had a cleere conception of the whole policy

1 * Buckinghman', MS.